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Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

THE BOOK OF HOSEA.
THE great synagogue put the minor prophets in one volume, of which the son of Syrach says, chap. 49:10, “Let the memorial of the twelve prophets be blessed, and let their bones flourish again out of their place; for they comforted Jacob, and delivered them by assured hope.” And that Hope was the Messiah, to whom all the prophets gave witness, that remission of sins should be preached in his name. Hosea exercised the prophetic office from the reign of Uzziah to that of Hezekiah, comprising a period of about a hundred and twelve years; it is therefore probable that this holy man extended his labours for at least seventy years. He was contemporary with Joel, Amos, Isaiah, and Jonah. His ministry was common to Judah and the ten tribes, but chiefly to the latter, whose idolatries were aptly represented by his adulterous wife. He died just about the time when the Assyrians carried the ten tribes into captivity, good men being often taken from the evil to come. His name stands at the head of his book; and as he often speaks in the first person, it is proof that the book is the production of his own hand. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-11
Hosea 1:1. Hosea, the son of Beeri. The prophets named their parents, not only to distinguish themselves from others of that name, but to mark that they were sons of prophets, or that their fathers were men of note and worth in the estimation of the church.

Hosea 1:2. Go, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms. Some would suggest, that as idolatry is called whoredom, the prophet married a woman who worshipped idols.

Hosea 1:4. Call his name Jezreel, meaning that God would disperse them in the Assyrian empire, as the husbandman disperses seed in all parts of the field. His arm should very soon be made bare to avenge the blood of all the good men which had been shed in Jezreel from the day when Naboth was stoned. But Ahab’s palace being in Jezreel, the word may be understood of all the ten tribes, and of the punishment of all their sins. 1 Kings 21:3, 2Ki_9:10. This word has other acceptations in the next chapter.

Hosea 1:5. I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel. When Salmanezer took Samaria, no doubt he vanquished them in or near this city, which lay in his road to Samaria, that the blood of Naboth might be purged with the blood of those who falsely accused and slew him.

Hosea 1:6. Call her name Lo-ruhamah. Not beloved, as St. Paul expounds this passage, when speaking of the call of the gentiles. Romans 9:25.

Hosea 1:7. I will have mercy on the house of Judah, and will save them by Jehovah their God. Here we have Jehovah the speaker, as in Psalms 32:6, Isaiah 49:3-8; Isaiah 63:7-8, and Jehovah the Christ who saved Judah, not by bow nor by spear, but by sending his angel to destroy a hundred and eighty five thousand Assyrians. This is a declaration of the Godhead, or adorable Trinity. The Chaldaic favours this gloss by saying that Jehovah would save them by his Word, as in a hundred other places of that paraphrase.

Hosea 1:9. Call his name Lo-ammi, not my people. Thus the ten tribes forfeited their covenant, and God gave them up to captivity. 

Hosea 1:10. Ye are the sons of the living God. Here is a promise of the conversion of the gentiles, as in Romans 9:26.

Hosea 1:11. One head. Zerubbabel was the head when the jews returned from Babylon. But the next words, great shall be the day of Jezreel, have a special reference to the glory of the church in the latter day.

REFLECTIONS.
The extraordinary marriage of Hosea with a polluted woman, and the singular names of his three children would make him a subject of general conversation and notice. In his marriage the apostate tribes might see their crimes of defilement with idols; and in the names of his children they might see the vengeance which awaited them for the blood of prophets and righteous men, also their alienation from the divine favour, and their utter rejection. Thus, as the crimes of men and nations are progressive, so there is a gradation of punishment strikingly proportioned to their sins. Jehu inflicted the first of these punishments; Tiglath-Pilezer the second; and final impenitence completed the third, and caused their utter ruin by Salmanezer.

As the heavens are more serene after storms and tempests, so it is usual with the Holy Spirit to comfort the church under visitations on the wicked world, by the hope of better times. A sentence of reprobation is here passed on the obstinately apostate jews; yet the seed of Israel should be numerous as the sands of the sea by the conversion of the gentiles. Thus Israel, according to the flesh, was a type, and only a type, of Israel according to the spirit. St. Paul thus applies the words of Hosea, in Romans 9:25-26. He also represents the church in Jerusalem, which consisted very much of believing proselytes, as being come to mount Zion, to the city of the living God, to the heavenly Jerusalem. These were called the children of the living God, while the unbelieving jews were a proverb, and a bye word, as Moses had said, among all nations. St. John remarks also, that to as many as received Christ by faith, to them gave he power to become the sons of God. This is evidently the true sense of the text, because when Israel returned from Babylon they were few in number; and of the ten tribes there were only scattered families. The others either pined away among the heathen, or lost their origin, as the Samaritans, by intermarrying with the heathen.

Like a gracious and majestic cloud that scatters its drops on the plain, and discharges its fulness against the mountains; so these and all the promises of like nature, water every age, but reserve the fulness for the latter-day glory of the church. Then the fulness of the gentiles shall be brought in, and all Israel shall be saved in the day of the Lord. After the return from Babylon, carnal Israel, as Pascal calls the jews, were never all gathered under any one prince; but the christian Israel have ever been gathered under Messiah the Prince, who is head over all things for the church, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-23
Hosea 2:1. Say ye unto your brethren, Ammi, that is, my people; and to your sisters, Ruhamah, that is, mercy, or oh mercy, or having obtained mercy, or mercy shall follow.

Hosea 2:3. Lest I strip her naked. The feminine name was given by the Greeks to all countries, and on that idea the text is founded. Nudity was the ancient punishment of an adulteress. Ezekiel 16:37. The scenes of drunkenness and prostitution which attended gentile feasts, were such as cannot be recited.

Hosea 2:12. I will destroy her vines and her fig-trees, by the army of Salmanezer, who devastated Samaria. 2 Kings 17:6. A contemporary prophet speaks in the same manner as Hosea: “Wo to the drunkards of Ephraim.” Isaiah 28:1.

Hosea 2:15. I will give her—the valley of Achor for a door of hope. This was the entrance to the promised land, a beautiful vale, and situate near Jericho. As God purged Achan’s sin in this place, so he promises to purge his christian Israel, and to give them every blessing of the new covenant. Any farther import of this impressive promise must refer to the glory of the latter day.

Hosea 2:16. Thou shalt call me Ishi. Man, my man, or my husband. No more Baal, lord or oppressor. This may indicate the bondage of the law; but the bride calling the Messiah her husband implies the highest privilege, liberty and honour which the church can enjoy.

Hosea 2:17. I will take away the names of Baalim out of her mouth. The mention of the name of idols was forbidden by the Mosaic law. Exodus 23:13. The church having her Maker for her husband, must scorn the name of idols. I believe many young men, by reading the Greek and Roman classics, get their attachment diminished, if it ever existed, to the sacred scriptures. Hence abridgments of the classics have been advised for the use of christian schools.

Hosea 2:18. I will make a covenant with the [wild] beasts—the fowls—and the creeping things, as serpents, not to hurt them. This is coincident with the promise in Isaiah 11:6-9. The Psyllians of Africa boasted of a power against the bite of serpents.

— Gens unica terras Incolit a sævo serpentum innoxia morsu Marmaridæ Psilli. Pax illis cum morte data est. PHAR. 9:894.
Of all who Afric’s scorching sun endure, 
None like the swarthy Psyllians are secure; 
With healing gifts and privileges graced, 
Well in the land of serpents were they placed; 
Truce with the dreadful tyrant death they have, 
And border safely on his realm the grave. ROWE.
Hosea 2:22. And they shall hear Jezreel. The heaven and the earth shall hear Jezreel, or the sons of the prophets, or the people of Israel who formerly inhabited the valley of Jezreel, or God’s dispersed people. It implies that heaven and earth should hear the Lord’s converted people, praising him for the temporal and spiritual blessings of his covenant.

REFLECTIONS.
Hosea, proceeding with his subject, is led to pronounce the Lord’s divorce against his carnal people for idolatry, and incorrigible wickedness. He declares concerning his once chosen church, she is neither my wife, nor am I her husband. This awful sentence, which it is presumed Hosea lived to see accomplished, should strike terror on certain apostate men who seem, in their style of manners, to be superior to the weakness of a scrupulous conscience, and of sanctifying fear. Perhaps their confidence, and superior wisdom may not guard every avenue at which punishment may enter.

We have the aggravation of Israel’s sin. She said, my lovers have given me this bread and water, this wool and flax. Thus she honoured the newly- imported idols of the gentiles above the God whom her fathers revered, and who gave her the land. To ascribe our mercies either to chance, or to our own industry and skill, is a sin which is marked in heaven.

We have Israel’s punishment. I will hedge up her way with thorns, or the three usual calamities of famine, sickness, and war, as Joel, a contemporary prophet, has remarked in chap. 4. Thus her mirth, her feasts, her beauty departed; yet she returned not to the Lord. What follows must therefore respect the new-testament church, and the glory of the latter day.

We have the recollection and repentance of the church. She said, I will go and return to my first husband, for then it was better with me than now. The few of the ten tribes who survived at home might continue their corruptions in exile, and pine away, and lose their glory by marrying with the gentiles; yet God is ever nourishing his spiritual Zion, by converts brought to recollection and to tears. And oh, it is peculiarly happy when back-sliders are so far recollected and humbled as to return to the Lord, and to his house.

We have lastly, the return of consolation to the church, which seems to flow with a double tide for having been obstructed. I will allure her, as in Egypt, and bring her into the wilderness. Yes, and when I shall gather in my people, and give the gentiles a portion with them, I will make a covenant with the beasts not to hurt them. I will break the bow, and make wars to cease. I will also betroth thee unto me for ever in righteousness and in faithfulness. St. John affirms the same of the church. Revelation 21:22. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-5
Hosea 3:1. Go yet, love a woman beloved of her friend, yet an adulteress. This action is forbidden by the law of Moses, and also by our Saviour. What then would become of the prophet’s moral character? How should two prostituted women, such as this and his former wife, be so fruitful in children? This indicates that those marriages of Hosea, as Jerome believed, were visions only, by which he endeavoured to dissuade his country from idolatry. The woman was the synagogue, her adultery was the worship of Baal; yet all adulteress as she was, she was beloved of her heavenly friend with much longsuffering and tender mercy.

Hosea 3:3. Thou shalt abide for me many days. The law allowed a full month at least, between the promise and the marriage. Deuteronomy 21:13. It was often several years. When a man betrothed a woman he usually made her some present, the acceptance of which was regarded as a promise on her part.

Hosea 3:4. The children of Israel shall abide many days without a king. This period, like “the end of the days” in Daniel 12:13, indicates the cleansing of the sanctuary in the glory of the latter day. It seems an undeviating practice of the prophets, whenever they speak of the ruin of their country, to shelter the church in Christ, her only refuge and hope. This period is not applicable to the Assyrian captivity, because they had idols, nor to the Babylonian, because in Hosea 3:5 the events are connected with the last days. The last days, mentioned in Joel 2:28, are allowed to refer to the times of the Messiah; and the last days, in Isaiah 2:2, refer to the same time. Acts 2:16.

Without a prince. In the Babylonian captivity many of the jews were princes, and others are called elders; but under the present Roman dispersion they have no civil magistrates of rank and power; nor are they numbered among the nations. Neither the christian, nor the mahommedan, nor the heathen powers have honoured them with civil dignities.

Without a sacrifice. When David offered sacrifices, after the destroying angel had stayed his hand and spared Jerusalem, fire fell from heaven and consumed the sacrifices; and this holy fire, with the testimony of prophecy, marked the place which God chose for the habitation of his glory. Therefore, whatever were the wanderings of the jews, they were not to sacrifice out of Jerusalem, unless the spirit of prophecy allowed otherwise, as on Carmel. This prophecy cannot be applied to the Babylonian captivity, for Baruch in Jerusalem then offered burnt offerings for them: chap. 1:10.

Without an image. Here criticism is much divided. The versions vary. The LXX read pillar, as in Genesis 28:18. Many of the moderns read statue. It implies however the total disuse of altars and idols; and this makes the prophecy apply with greater force to the Roman dispersion.

Without an ephod. This was a part of the priest’s linen. The ephod of the high priest is here understood, which contained the breastplate or pectoral, and the two precious stones worn one on each shoulder. That on the right shoulder is thought to be called the Urim, and that on the left the Thummim.

Without teraphim. The LXX read Urim. But it is objected that teraphim everywhere signifies an image, adored as an idol. See Genesis 31:19. 18:17. It properly signifies household gods. 17:5. Revetus suggests that the teraphim in this text might refer to the calves in Bethel and in Dan, or to Baal. But why may it not refer to the cherubim in the holy place? The Hebrews had their Urim and Thummim, illuminations and perfections in their oracles. By these stones the priest foretold future things. See on Exodus 28:30. The gentiles from the most ancient times had their teraphim, and in corrupter times their image. Now, the jews have neither urim nor teraphim; nor shall their afflictions cease till they bow in the latter day to that David, of whom the first David was but a figure.

Hosea 3:5. And David their king. This text cannot properly be applied to Zerubbabel, but to the Messiah it applies with peculiar force. Psalms 132:16. Jeremiah 30:9. Ezekiel 34:24. Acts 15:16-17. The Chaldaic also applies it in this sense. See the note in Ezekiel, as above.

REFLECTIONS.
The ancient Israelites being confessedly of a stubborn character, and slow in the reception of divine instruction, they required striking and interesting symbols to move their passions and inform their judgment. The interesting case of Hosea’s betrothed wife, was happily calculated to answer that end. Here we must admire the great patience of God in giving this drunken and unholy nation a second mirror of mortifying instruction, both in the case of the prophet’s first and second wife. How much do men disgrace their origin, their reason, and their Maker, by scandalous passions and wicked practices! A carnal impiety, and an attachment to bottles of wine, lead to awful issues.

The conditions of this woman’s engagement make her a striking type of Israel’s alienation. She was to abide many days out of the prophet’s house. So Israel now abode in exile; yet in hope of returning to seek the Lord, and to fear his goodness in the latter day. How strikingly then has providence accomplished this prophecy. If in Babylon many of the jews were elevated to princely honours, as Daniel and his colleagues; Nehemiah, Ezra, and Zerubbabel; if the elders attended Ezekiel, chap. 24.; then the prophecy of Jacob concerning the sceptre is accomplished in conjunction with this and the other predictions.

Above all, let sinners receive instruction. Let them see in Israel’s protracted and complicated miseries, what are the consequences of guilt. Till a few centuries back, their sufferings have been great in all the earth. Let us not obstinately resist the ministry, and set providence at defiance. God holds thunderbolts in his hand. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-19
Hosea 4:1. Hear the word of the Lord, ye children of Israel. Here a new sermon is built upon a new revelation.

Hosea 4:2. Blood toucheth blood, as explained in the words preseding, adultery upon adultery, murder upon murder, treasuring up wrath against the day of wrath. See 2 Chronicles 24:20.

Hosea 4:4. Thy people are as they that strive with the priest, when they murdered Zechariah and his brothers between the porch and the altar; from which time the glory of Israel waned. 2 Chronicles 24:20. To defend sin against a priest with the law of God in his mouth, was the foulest sin of contumacy, and worthy of death. The resistance was against the Lord rather than man; yet such were the jews who opposed the law, and killed the prophets. Deuteronomy 17:12. Jeremiah 18:19. Ezekiel 3:26. There is another sense, that a priest once abandoned to heresy in doctrine, or profligacy in morals, is an irreclaimable character.

Hosea 4:6. My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. As original sin breaks out in every new age, like torrents, a nation cannot be saved, unless the worship of God and the institutions of religion be kept in full operation: the children must daily be fed with the milk of the word.

Hosea 4:12. Their staff declareth unto them. This custom of divination is mentioned by Ezekiel 21:21. Dr. Pocock says they wrote on one stick, God bids, and on the other, God forbids.
Hosea 4:13. Under oaks. The green oaks, or the ilex. Bishop Lowth on Isaiah 1:29. The chapter should end here.

Hosea 4:14. I will not punish your daughters when they commit whoredom. Tremellius relieves this text by reading it with interrogations—”Should I not?” Or as archbishop Newcome, “Shall I not visit your daughters because they commit fornication; and your wives because they commit adultery?”

Hosea 4:15. Come not ye unto Gilgal. This place was near Jericho, and was famous for the circumcision of the Israelites on crossing the Jordan; but now it was an abominable seat of idolatry. Neither go ye up to Beth-aven. Once Beth-el, the house of God; now called Beth-aven, the house of wickedness. The apostate Israelites augmented their crimes, by defiling places which had been sanctified by the marks of divine favour. Genesis 28. The Mazoretics blaspheme our gospel, our churches and chapels, by the polluted name of Aven.

Hosea 4:16. The Lord will feed them in a large place. As a flock unpenned at night; and by consequence, exposed to the wild beasts. God withdrew his defence from Samaria till their enemies had “cut them short.”

REFLECTIONS.
The prophet here opens his ministry with a full stroke at the sins of the nation, connected with very awful consequences. Jeremiah addresses them, as utterly depraved: chap. 5. Solomon’s errors, and Rehoboam’s haughty ignorance, occasioned the alienation of the ten tribes. Policy alienated them also from the house of God, and gradual idolatry paved the way for utter ruin. Jezebel introduced a torrent of superstition, impiety, and crimes. Hence follow the dark shades in this chapter, shades of wickedness which must not be detailed; nay, crimes which the shades of hell seem forbidden wholly to disclose.

Ignorance was a leading cause of this high and horrible course of crime. The levites were banished, and new priests were consecrated, of mean and wicked minds. Hence men followed passion, passion inflamed by pagan superstition, and by pagan example. The people, besides Beth-aven and Dan, had high places in every city and hill. Drunkenness followed in the feast; and then Satan, whom they mistakenly adored, taking possession of his own, precipitated them into the last excess of crime. Conspiracy and carnage followed, blood touched blood, when the assassins and the assassinated fell in promiscuous slaughter, 2 Kings 15:25. May we be warned to cherish the sacred ministry, and to train up our children in the knowledge of God.

The sins of Ephraim were incurable, the Holy Spirit was quenched, and the remains of conscience extinguished. The sentence followed: “Ephraim is joined to idols, let him alone;” he is gone after wine. Hence also when ministers cease to publish grace, they become ministers of justice, that by preaching the terrors of the Lord a small part may at least be saved. While the people were secure in ignorance and crime, the prophet warned them of approaching war, in which they should fall in one day; and he warned the false prophets that they should meanly fall in the night by assassination. Samaria, the mother of all these calamities, being the crown of Ephraim’s pride, should likewise be destroyed. He told his people that famine should follow their feasting, and that they should be blown away with the wings of the wind, and be dispersed in all the Assyrian empire.

If Israel could not be saved, the Lord was desirous to make Judah wise by the errors of her sister. Let not Judah offend; come ye not to Gilgal, swear ye not by JEHOVAH in so profane a place; it is a grand scheme of the enemy to join the worship of God with that of idols. Ah, how many sin under some specious pretext of good. Almost every crime the enemy masks with some appearance of good. Oh my soul, shun thou the dalliances of sin, and the feasts of ungodly men. There mighty Samson fell, and lost the favour of God. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-15
Hosea 5:1. Ye have been a snare—and a net spread upon Tabor. This was a high mountain of Galilee, in the lot of Zebulon, called by the Greeks Itabyricum, having a plain on the top. Idolatry has everywhere spread a net, and laid a snare for the people by music, drunkenness, and fornication.

Hosea 5:11. Ephraim—willingly walked after the commandment. Later critics read, “after vanity.”

Hosea 5:13. Sent to king Jareb, as in Hosea 10:6. The LXX read Jareim. This name is not found in the list of the Assyrian kings, Genesis 11., but they often assumed new titles. Jareb might be a viceroy of the Assyrians. Others turn the word Jareb to designate protector, as is implied in their paying tribute to Assyria. See 2 Kings 1:3.

Hosea 5:15. I will return to my place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek my face. This refers to the ascension of Christ, whom the heavens must receive till the times of the restitution of all things. Acts 3:21. Our Lord told the jews in the temple, that they should not see him till they sung his joyful advent: Blessed is the king that cometh in the name of the Lord.

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter opens with a bold address to the apostate priests, the first of sinners, and to the people, drawn aside, and to the king, who in a short time would have no kingdom. We see how much the sins of men may be aggravated by many circumstances attending them. Notice is here taken of the aggravation of the sins of Israel; they were the effect of contrivance and deliberation; they were very injurious to others, not only to those whom they murdered, but to those they enticed to idolatry. And their sins, with every circumstance attending them, were all known to God, and none of their profound contrivances were hid from him; this they well knew. They had dealt treacherously with the Lord, and violated the most sacred engagements. God had rebuked them for it again and again, by his judgments and by his prophets, and had solemnly declared what would surely be the consequence. Yet they went on in sin, and at the same time showed a great deal of pride in their privileges and blessings. Let us attend to these circumstances, as aggravations of sin; and be cautious, lest we incur the same heavy charge. We see what is the duty of impenitent sinners. It is the Lord’s work to convert sinners; without his grace all their attempts will be ineffectual. But something is to be done by them, and it is expected from them. They must frame their doings, consider their ways, and the consequences of their actions. It becomes them also to listen to the reproofs and exhortations which are given them, and make use of the means of reformation; then God will communicate his grace. But if they will not do this; if they expect his grace, or hope that by sacrifices or any religious services, they shall make their peace with him, it is a high affront to the Majesty of heaven, and he will withdraw himself from them.

See the importance of a steady opposition to all impositions upon liberty, and upon conscience. The Israelites willingly walked after idolatrous commandments, therefore God gave them up to their oppressors. Idolatry was the religion of the court, enforced by penal law; yet here the people are threatened and condemned for conforming to it. Those who subject their consciences to their rulers in religious matters, may justly be left to feel the weight of arbitrary government. When the boundaries of conscience and religion are removed, a deluge of misery breaks in. To stand firm in defence of religious liberty, is the most likely way to maintain and protect our civil rights.

Observe the design of God in afflictions, and to what purposes they should be improved. God corrects men that they may be humbled, acknowledge their offences, and seek him earnestly; that they may feel the burden of sin, as well as of affliction, and seek reconciliation with God. It is a sign of a slothful impious spirit, not to pray before afflictions come; but to be afflicted and not pray earnestly shows a stupid, senseless, incorrigible spirit. Let the afflicted stir up themselves to take hold of God; for they that seek him earnestly shall find him. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-11
Hosea 6:2. After two days will he revive us. The Chaldaic paraphrase gives a double acceptation to this text, that the Messiah should raise the dead, and that he should also revive and heal the church. Day is here understood in a figurative sense for age or dispensation. Israel saw a fine day compared with her captivity, when Cyrus restored them to their own country, and with gifts of gold. Israel saw a second day when the light of the glorious gospel of God our Saviour burst upon a beclouded age. It was, says Eusebius, like the sun enlightening the world at once. But whatever reviving the world received on the promulgation of the gospel, the third day, or glorious millennium, when Israel shall be restored, surpasses in excellence; for they shall be raised up to live in his sight, to enjoy his smiles, and to walk in the light of his countenance. Then all the wounds of Jacob shall be healed with the health of eternal life.—But this passage may and ought to be understood of our Saviour’s resurrection. So St. Paul, and so the christian fathers apply the text, and with just propriety and force.

Hosea 6:3. As the latter rain. Christ was to descend as the rain on the mown grass. The first rain watered the seeds in the apostles’ days. The latter rain, called the residue of the Spirit, shall fall just before the gentile harvest or fulness is gathered in. Thus the two seasons of the rain are improved to designate the economy of the Spirit.

Hosea 6:4. Your goodness is as a morning cloud. See Psalms 133:3. The force of the words lies in the contrast between the Lord’s goodness, which is as the rain, and Ephraim’s repentance, which passed away as the morning cloud.

Hosea 6:6. I desired mercy, and not sacrifice. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, and a contrite heart. When Zaccheus proposed to give the half of his goods to the poor, it was more pleasing than whole burnt- offerings. Charity in the eyes of God, who is love, outshines all the ritual of exterior worship.

REFLECTIONS.
The prophet opens here a new discourse of invitations, of arguments, of sententious reasonings. Come, let us return to the Lord; he has torn us with wars, as the wild beasts tear the flocks; but his strokes are paternal, they have not destroyed us. In him is the refuge from the rod. Let us no more go to Pul, nor to Tiglath with presents; that would be to reproach the Lord, as though his arm could not save, as though he were faithless to his covenant.

The prophet, in the time of trouble, when Israel was torn and bleeding with wounds, springs into the arms of his Redeemer and suffering Saviour. The Lord hath torn, and he will heal us: after two days he will revive us: in the third day he will raise us up. In this manner all the prophets fled to him in the time of trouble. Isaiah promised the virgin’s son to heal Judah when her armies were slain, and her cities burned: chap. 7, 8, 9. So the Eternal, the God of ages, was promised to become incarnate, to be born in Bethlehem when the judge of Israel was smitten with a rod on the cheekbone. Micah 5:2. It was the birthday of the church, when “Christ rose again on the third day, according to the scriptures.” The identical words of Hosea are cited by Paul, in 1 Corinthians 15:4. To this refuge let us ever run; for he is a covert from the tempest, and the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.

But let not our devotion be transient, as in former days, nor as the morning cloud, which gives illusive hopes of rain, and is followed by a scorching sun. What can afflict us more than to see a man rise from a bed of sickness, and return to all his former sins. To this vacillating character, the Lord will soon come with a rod of vengeance, as he came to Samaria with a sword. The priests who trifle with such a man’s conscience, resemble Baal’s priests, who are justly compared to troops of robbers.

In a word, nothing but the terrors of an angry God can touch the hearts of men whose sins are confirmed by habit. Oh Judah, “he hath set a harvest in the midst of thee.” The corn will soon be ripe. He is about to give the word to the Assyrian reapers, “Thrust in the sickle, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” Therefore, oh Israel, return to the Lord. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-16
Hosea 7:1. When I would have healed Israel, by Jehu’s zeal for the Lord, then the idolatrous priests, like troops of robbers, gathered round him with lies in their mouth, and persuaded him to retain the golden calves which Jeroboam had set up in Bethel and in Dan.

Hosea 7:7. All their kings are fallen. Hosea saw in his own times four of their kings besieged, vanquished, and murdered. Zachariah was killed by Shallum, and Shallum by Manahem. Pekahiah was destroyed by Pekah, and Pekah by Hoshea. 2 Kings 15. How afflictive must the state of the nation have been, when military captains fight for the throne. This was the case with the old Roman empire when she fell.

Hosea 7:8. Ephraim is a cake not turned. The Cornish people sweep their hearth, and lay down the cakes on the hot stone. They then turn a pan, the pan in which they boil their meat, with the mouth downward upon it, scraping the hot embers and ashes round about it. Lastly, they burn rubbish on the top, and know by the clock precisely when it will be ready. This mode of baking is used by the poor throughout all western Asia. See Harmer’s Observations. Ephraim is here compared to a burnt cake, and consequently more displeasing to God than burnt bread is to the human taste. Ephraim is like a heated oven, burning with desire, and inflamed with wine.

Hosea 7:11. Ephraim is like a silly dove without heart, without courage and understanding. Being unable to protect herself against the hawks, the Assyrian kings, she flies to Egypt praying for help, and exposes herself to derision and contempt, as in Hosea 7:16. After harvest the doves leave home, and return few in number, the rest being caught in the fowlers’ nets.

REFLECTIONS.
What sins, what troubles afflicted Israel; and all by forgetfulness of God. Let us reflect, that all our sins are before God, in the book of his remembrance; and that for all these things he will bring us into judgment.

We may here observe the odious nature and mischievous effects of drunkenness. The princes thought they might indulge more than ordinary on the king’s day, but see what an effect it had upon him; and his companions, we may suppose, were no better. This vice makes men sick, and injures their health; this alone is sufficient to deter any wise man from it. It makes them scorners; men in their cups are prone to make a jest of religion, to talk and act as the fools and sots their companions do. How careful then should we be to guard against excess, to be sober and temperate in all things.

How lamentable, and yet how common it is, for men to be ignorant of their own characters and declensions: Hosea 7:9, This is sometimes the case of states and kingdoms, often of particular professors of religion. All about them see their grey hairs, observe that they grow more peevish, more covetous, or indifferent to ordinances and religion; but they themselves see it not, and are angry if it is hinted to them, or if they are only exhorted to enquire into their state. Have we not great need to watch over ourselves, lest we insensibly decline; and to guard against the first tendency to apostasy.

We may observe how abominable professions of repentance and amendment are to God, when they are not made with sincerity. Israel is often charged with this; they committed falsehood, were like a half baked cake, burned on one side, and dough on the other. This is a horrid prevarication with God, and tends more than any thing to displease him, and to sear the conscience. When men deal deceitfully with God, it is just in him to make them a scorn among their fellow creatures, and to bring woe and destruction upon them.

From hence we may be certain, that God will fulfil all the threatenings of his word against sinners: Hosea 7:12. The Israelites had heard those threatenings from the law, which was read among them, and from the warnings of their prophets; yet they hoped to escape. But here the Lord assures them, and every sinner likewise, that he will be as good as his word, and will not deny himself. And the warning they have had of this will make their guilt greater, and their punishment heavier. Have we not need then to take notice of every word of God which we hear in the congregation; for the time will come when we shall find it all to be true, and that not one word is fallen to the ground. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-14
Hosea 8:1. Set the trumpet to thy mouth. Give alarm, for the king of Assyria is coming; he is stretching his wings like an eagle to take the prey. Isaiah uses the same figure, in Isaiah 58:1.

Against the house of the Lord, the temple in Jerusalem. After Samaria shall have fallen under his power, then Judea shall fall, because she also has utterly transgressed the covenant by idols.

Hosea 8:4. They have set up kings, but not by me, This refers to the later kings of the ten tribes, for Jeroboam was promised the kingdom, if he would remain faithful to the true worship of the Lord. Jehu and others had a similar promise. The Lord being himself the great shepherd, ought to be consulted in the election of governors and princes.

Hosea 8:5. Thy calf, oh Samaria, hath cast thee off. Complaint is made in Hosea 8:3, that they had cast off the Lord. Now in times of trouble, their calf could do nothing for them. It would seem from this apostrophe, that Samaria had a golden calf at the head of her idols. See on Exodus 32:4.

Hosea 8:12. I have written to him the great things of my law. They had the five books of Moses, but counted the law a strange thing. Very great and holy prophets fought hard battles for the Lord, but the priests and the princes disregarded them. Idolatry was too much enrooted to be eradicated by the prophets; therefore the Lord cut it down with the sword.

Hosea 8:14. I will send a fire upon his cities. This was kindled by the Chaldean army, as we read in Jeremiah 52:13, and 2 Chronicles 36. These were the flames that extinguished the fire of Baal’s altars. When they forsook the Lord, they trusted their safety to fenced cities.

REFLECTIONS.
Here the man of God appears clothed with his proper character. He knew his master, he knew his mission, he knew how to magnify his ministry. The boldness of his figures, the force of his words, the terrors of his address, are worthy of Him that sent him.

He came not to Ephraim’s feasts; he blew the trumpet of war, he spread the banners of the Lord. The priest, the prince, the calves of Dan and Bethel trembled at his voice. He impeached them in their own court, and before their idol gods. He impeached them with having elected kings, not of God’s anointing; with despising his law, with offering to Baal the victims which belonged to Jehovah: sacrilege loathsome in the eyes of heaven.

While he blew the trumpet with one hand, he pointed with the other to the golden eagle of the east, already stretching out his wings for flight, and preparing to roost in the summits of Lebanon. And what could their helpless calves do against the eagle of the forest, and the lion of the thicket?

He deplores the condition of Ephraim, drunk with wine, feasting with his calves, and dancing before the altars of Baal. He rebukes their imbecility, sending gifts and embassies to the king of Assyria, who is like a wild unsocial ass, seeking solely his own pasture. This was in effect a renunciation of the Lord, as one that could not save. Their sorrows and complaints were unavailing, like the moanings of a silly dove, begging her life in the eagle’s claws.

Oh Ephraim: alas for Ephraim! Now become like the worthless shoars of earthenware, about to be scattered back to Egypt, and to other nations; and her fractures so disjoined as never to be restored again.

Oh let not my heart be like that of Ephraim, resting for a time in carnal ease. Let me hear the trumpet, and prepare to meet my God. Let me not cast off thy law, nor slight thy ministers, nor join in the drunkard’s song. Let me learn true wisdom from Israel’s folly. Let me contemplate thy dealings with the Hebrew nation, as the grand theatre of providence, for the instruction of all future ages. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-17
Hosea 9:1. Rejoice not, oh Israel, with the shouts of harvest, and the songs of the vintage, as all heathen nations have done, and have ascribed their harvests to their idols; for God was about to deny them of bread.

Hosea 9:3. Ephraim shall return to Egypt, for refuge from the Chaldeans, while others shall be led away captive as far as the oriental provinces of Assyria. Here they shall eat the bread of mourners, as in Hosea 9:4, meaning the coarsest meat of slaves, and meat forbidden by the law as unclean.

Hosea 9:6. Memphis shall bury them. Noph is the old name of this capital of Egypt. Isaiah 19:13. Wars and afflictions pursued the jews to this land of exile.

Hosea 9:7. The prophet is a fool, the spiritual man is mad. They had mocked the Lord’s prophets, as mad and insane; the idol-prophets prophesying of wine and peace are now the fools. God having made them, like the diviners of Babylon, mad. How reproachful and embittered must the existence of such prophets be, when, instead of a harvest of joy, the people were driven to eat the bread of mourners.

Hosea 9:9. They have deeply corrupted themselves, as in the days of Gibeah. When the whole tribe of Benjamin screened the profligate young men who had debauched the Levite’s concubine, and perished in the war. So in a similar manner those wicked prophets drove their country to destruction.

Hosea 9:15. All their wickedness is in Gilgal, now the principal seat of their idolatry, and its abominable rites.

Hosea 9:17. They shall be wanderers among the nations, as Moses had long ago foretold. Deuteronomy 28:49-64.

REFLECTIONS.
What a chapter of darkness, what sombrous images are here; what a prophet of disasters! Yet the prophecies are mild when compared with the strokes that followed.

How deep is the depravity of the heart, and how strong the force of habit, that nothing could reclaim a nation in the high course of error and of crime. Yet the ministry of holy men shamed and lessened many of their sins; and the faithful, few in number, required pastors.

How deplorable is the state of the jews, so often sentenced to wander on the face of the whole earth; to be debarred from a heritage of land, and a fixed home. By leading a wandering life, the strong ties to morality of conduct are relaxed, because the relations of civil society are fluctuating. The ties of honour, truth, and probity are too transient to acquire the stability which subsists in a more settled state of residence. But such was their sentence from the Saviour, to be led captive to all nations and wander on the face of the whole earth, till the times of the gentiles should be fulfilled. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-15
Hosea 10:1. Israel is an empty vine. So is the Hebrew, but the LXX read, “a well-branched vine;” that is, full of leaves, but destitute of fruit. Their fruits are the fruits of idolatry. The figures and allusions of the prophet were well understood by the jews, though often obscure to us.

Hosea 10:2. Their heart is divided. The Chaldaic reads, “divided from my law,” which gloss agrees with their obstinate attachment to their altars and their idols, as in the preseding verse.—Now shall they be found faulty, and receive the just reward of their apostasy and sins.

Hosea 10:3. We have no king. Their kings were cut off in the morning of their reign, as in Hosea 10:15. Prior to the reign of Hoshea, they were in a state of anarchy for nine years, as in Hosea 7:7. A deplorable condition, ending in national ruin. How valuable is a paternal king, and a happy constitution.

Hosea 10:5. They shall fear because of the calves of Beth-aven. The LXX read “calf.” It is likely that the golden calf went as a booty to king Salmanezer, their “Jareb,” for protection. Ephraim shall then be ashamed of the calf that could not protect itself. See on Hosea 4:15.

The people shall mourn, and the priests. כמרים the kamarim, who have so long boasted of the calf, shall mourn over their desolate altars. Selden, on the gods of Syria, calls this a name of contempt. It occurs but three times. 2 Kings 23:5, and Zephaniah 1:4. The root refers, not to the blackness of their dress, much smoked with great fires, but to the cries and shouts made at their worship.

Hosea 10:9. Oh Israel, thou hast sinned from the days of Gibeah, being as obstinate in their adherence to the calves, as the Benjamites who perished in protecting a few profligate young men. 19:20. This is repeated from chap. 9:9.

Hosea 10:11. Ephraim—loveth to tread out the corn; loves to plunder the harvests of Judah, rather than plow for herself. But soon the yoke of Assyria shall pass on this fair heifer, and Judah and Jacob shall plow in peace. 

Hosea 10:12. Break up your fallow ground. Hebrews ניר nir, new or fresh land, old leigh, the strays of the fallow deer; land of fallow colour, as implied in the German brackaker, from bracken or fern; land which has long lain unplowed. The Italian etymon is the same; tetra non semirata gia due anni.
Hosea 10:14. Shalman spoiled Beth-arbel in the day of battle. The reference is obscure. Shalman may be written for Shalmunna, a king of Midian whom Gideon overthrew, destroying all the inhabitants of Karkor. 8:10. But the name may be Salmanezer, who obtained a victory at Betharbel in Mesopotamia, a city memorable also for the third and total defeat of Darius Codomanus by Alexander the great.

REFLECTIONS.
The prophet, like a workman not ashamed, repeats his strokes. The boasted vine which came out of Egypt, is now unpruned, full of branches, and destitute of fruit. The cause is laid at your door, oh kamarim, besmoked at your altars, surrounded with diabolical shouts. The prophet calls you by a just name; not the anointed kohenim, the priests of the Lord, but a race of murderers, the priests of him who was a murderer from the beginning: chap. 6:9. Soon your great fires shall be extinguished, soon your shouts shall be silenced, soon your vine shall be eradicated; gall and hemlock, the bitter and poisonous rosh shall spring up in its place. Soon your Bethel, once the house of God and the gate of heaven, but now Beth- aven, the house of wickedness, shall be desolate, and your bones burned by Josiah on the altars where countless infants were once immolated. You have ruined your country, ruined the people, ruined yourselves.

But you, oh remnant, after the storm is past, and while you now sigh for the wickedness of the land, sow to yourselves in righteousness; break up the fallow ground of a deceitful heart, where thorns, ferns, and hemlock have long grown. Let the plowshare go to the roots of sin; expose your hearts to heaven in prayer for benignant influences. Then sow the good seeds of truth, that the rain of heaven may descend, and the solar warmth crown your efforts with a plenitude of harvest joy. Let the fruit be mercy instead of oppression, righteousness instead of crime. By thus seeking the Lord, righteousness shall descend upon you as the rain: yea, your country, and the church, shall be as the garden of the Lord. But, if otherwise; if you persevere in this breach of covenant; the invading foe shall again dash the mothers and the infants in pieces, and you shall implore in vain the rocks and mountains to cover you.—Oh, sinner, sinner! resolved to persevere in thy courses, till the stupors of death close thine eyes, how will you face a long-insulted God, or answer for the abuse of that goodness which leadeth man to repentance! 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-12
Hosea 11:1. When Israel was a child I loved him. I led Joseph like a flock, by the hands of Moses and Aaron. I protected him among the kings of Canaan. I fed and multiplied him in Egypt; and when the time was come, I allowed oppression to drive him out. I sent Moses, who called my Son out of Egypt, to a land flowing with milk and honey. And as Adam was a figure of Him who was to come; so Isaac was a type of Christ, and the whole law a shadow of good things to come. I gave omen of greater good in future time; that out of Egypt I would call my Beloved Son, fully to accomplish the work of their redemption. If we allow the sneers of jews and infidels to have any weight against this quotation, Matthew 2:15, we allow them to have weight against all the shadows of the ancient law.

Hosea 11:3. I taught Ephraim to go. I drew him with the cords of a man. Hebrews Adam, which the versions render man, a worm of the dust. As a child is led in strings, so the Lord led the Israelites by his cloud in the desert, fed them with bread from heaven, and water from the rock, and gave them the promised land. Ezekiel, in chap. 16., has the like sentiments; and kindness of this sort will even excite gratitude in a brute.

Hosea 11:5-6. The Assyrian shall be his king— the sword shall abide on his cities. To feel the force of this prophecy, we must read the history of Israel in the book of Kings, the Chronicles, Josephus, and other Hebrew books, as Zeder ôlam, &c. Hosea prophesied during part of the reign of Jeroboam the second; and surely never were the visitations of providence more exactly painted by any historian, than they are described by this prophet. The strokes of war were so successive that the ten tribes were “cut short.” The people were slain and dispersed. Above all, from the time of Salmanezer to the days of Cyrus, which comprised about one hundred and thirty years. How then could this prophet foresee that the Assyrian monarchs would be their kings, unless inspired by the Word of the Lord, whose eyes penetrate into all futurity.

Hosea 11:11. They shall tremble as a bird out of Egypt. They shall come to Zion, and fly as a dove out of Assyria. The word tremble is not found, except in modern versions. Isaiah says they shall fly as doves to their windows: Isaiah 60:2. So also shall the gentiles come to the gospel light. 

REFLECTIONS.
After all the terrors of our ministry, after all the rigours of the law, it is grace that softens and melts the heart. It is love that burns on the altar. The touchstone of all arguments, in bringing Ephraim to repentance, was the tender and paternal love of God to his ancestors. “When Israel was a child I loved him:” why then, oh Ephraim, not love him again, for he has first loved you. Ah, why should my heart love its idols, and treat the Holy One with neglect and contempt.

Let us calmly reflect on the goodness of God to us in infancy and youth, when we lay in the womb, and hung upon the breast. Let us reflect on the astonishing patience and mercy of God to a sinful people. The eighth verse is a most surprising passage. “How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? Shall I deliver thee, Israel? How shall I make thee as Admah? Shall I set thee as Zeboim? My heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled together.” This tender expostulation is enough to melt the most obdurate heart. Justice seemed to require that they should be given up; but mercy pleaded for them, though it scarcely knew how to do it. The Lord here represents himself as a tender father, struggling with himself, whether he should disinherit and give up a rebellious son or not. This is doubtless only described after the manner of men, to exalt the divine mercy and encourage sinners to repentance. Let us reflect on this most amazing mercy of the Most High, and take encouragement from it; for who is a God like unto ours, pardoning iniquity, transgression and sin?

It is a great honour to continue steady and faithful, when others deal deceitfully. It is our duty to be faithful with the saints, to keep close to God’s holy rules and ways, though they are neglected by others; to walk with the saints, though they are few and despised. Many, like Ephraim, attend the worship of God deceitfully; hear the word and commend it, but will not do it; they promise fair, but never perform. This is lying to God; and all liars, especially such as these, shall have their portion in the lake that burneth with fire and brimstone. But the faithful shall have favour with God, and much comfort; and their works shall be found to praise, and honour, and glory, at the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-14
Hosea 12:4-5. He found him in Bethel. Christ, the angel, the mystical angel, or the Angel the Word, as St. Clemens of Alexandria calls him: so indeed do all the orthodox fathers. The church knows of no exception, till the time of Arius. See bishop Bull’s defence of the faith of the Nicene fathers. This work has been reprinted in Holland, and it has the first of claims to the study of all ministers.

There he spake with us, even the Lord God of hosts. The name here designates the Speaker, who gave his covenant to the holy patriarchs, and lived throughout all ages to perform it. See on Exodus 3:6. Deuteronomy 4:6. He, the Eternal Word and Wisdom, was always rejoicing in the habitable parts of his earth. Proverbs 8:22.

Hosea 12:8. In all my labours they shall find no iniquity in me. In the preseding verse, Ephraim is charged with having balances of deceit in his hand. The LXX relieve this apparent contradiction. “All his labours,” of which he makes his boast, “shall not survive him, because of the wickedness he has committed.” The Assyrians shall come and desecrate all his tombs to find treasures, and all his altars by way of contempt. Jeremiah 8:1-2. The Romans protected all temples, and worshipped all gods, while the Assyrians cast the gods of conquered nations into the fire.

REFLECTIONS.
Ephraim feedeth on wind, on the illusive flatteries and promises of the false prophets and priests of Baal; fine harvests, and Egyptian alliances! But these promises proved to Israel as the east wind, which parched up the verdure of the field. Psalms 48:7. Alas, this heart which would fain feed on riches, on pleasures, and on the news of the day, dignified with the name of life; vanities which fleet away like the chaff.

On the contrary, our holy prophet would feed them with the bread of heaven, the food which their fathers the patriarchs had eaten. They lived not by bread alone, but by the word of the Lord. The Messiah attended their altars, and covered them with his wings in the day of trouble. The great Angel met with Jacob at Bethel, and watched with him in the night that Esau was on his march to destroy him, even JEHOVAH ELOHÈ of hosts; Jehovah is his memorial. What had the bloody Kamarim, besmeared at their altars, to compare with the glory of ancient days? Not Beersheba, the wholesome well of which Abraham drank, but broken cisterns that could hold no water, which mocked their misery, and deceived them in time of drought.

On these strong arguments our prophet builds his exhortation to repentance. Therefore, oh Ephraim, turn to thy God; attend his only altar, keep judgment, and worship the Lord of hosts. He is thy God, from the land of Egypt to the present day. He has multiplied visions to the seers, and used similitudes by the superabundant ministry of his prophets. Return, return to the Lord, and he will make you to dwell safely in his tabernacles.

But alas, there is iniquity in Gilead, once a city of priests, a pleasant and inviting abode. They sacrifice bullocks in Gilgal; they flee into Egypt, and to Assyria for help. They bitterly provoke the Lord to anger: therefore the blood of Ephraim shall be on his own head. Oh thou hardened man, a sinner like Ephraim, all means have also been tried to effectuate thy conversion, and all means have failed. Let then the ruin of Ephraim be a final warning to leave the sins which have covered thee in the eyes of God with infamy and shame.

But thou, oh unitarian, who hast denied the existence of demons, and by consequence, of all angels; and now triest to obliterate the name of Christ from the old testament, pretending that all the angels that spake to the prophets were created angels. Thou philosophical hypocrite, the Judge out of thine own mouth will condemn thee; and blot out thy name from the registers of heaven. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-16
Hosea 13:2. Let the men that sacrifice kiss the calves. The readings vary here. The LXX, “You must sacrifice men, for there are no more calves.” The Vulgate Latin reads, “Sacrifice the men that worship the calves.” The reading of the English is nearer the truth, and better supported by appeals to ancient customs. It is equivalent to saying, that the men who sacrificed their children had the first claim to kiss the calves. In 1 Kings 19:18, we read that God had reserved seven thousand men who had neither bowed the knee, nor kissed Baal. In Sabian worship, the hosts of heaven, being high in the firmament, the idolaters lifted up their hand, and then kissed it. Job 31:27. This custom of kissing the idol, and of kissing the hand, is named by many of the ancient writers. Cicero mentions a statue of Hercules at Agrigentum, in which the configuration of the mouth was evidently worn by the kisses of devotees. Our Dr. Smith, in his view of the manners of Italy, visited the silver statue of our lady, the holy virgin, at Loretta. The image was rather short, and one foot less than the other, which was attributed to the kisses of pilgrims and devout persons. This lady fled away a little before the arrival of the French army.

Hosea 13:7. I will be to them as a lion, and as a leopard. These two wild beasts are most terrific to the traveller and the shepherd, and the more so as the leopard roars not like the lion, but leaps from his lurking place upon the unwary. In this manner the Lord would surprise the Israelites, when going to seek aid from Assyria.

Hosea 13:11. I gave thee a king in mine anger. This may allude to Saul; but it may also allude to Hoshea, whose name is delicately omitted. He ascended the throne in a storm, and in his ninth year Samaria was utterly destroyed.

Hosea 13:14. I will ransom them from the power of the grave. Of the words sheol and hades, which mostly denote the state of the dead, we have already spoken. See Job 26:4. Psalms 9:16. Isaiah 30:33.—I will redeem them from death. Maveth, corruption; the former word regards the soul, the latter the body. The same ideas are resumed in Revelation 20:13-14.

Oh death, I will be thy plagues. Our version follows Junius and Montanus. The LXX have δικη σου, thy revenge; but St. Paul prefers νικη, victory. The words that follow are in unison. Mortality shall be swallowed up of life. A fine allusion to the serpent, who does not, like the beasts, masticate his food, but swallows his prey. Thus death shall be no more.

Repentance shall be hid from mine eyes. These abrupt transitions from words of mercy to those of vengeance, were probably occasioned by the arrangements of the parchments. The prophets in modesty wrote merely what they had from the Lord; and suppressed an infinity of enlargements, which arose in their own minds.

REFLECTIONS.
Happy was Israel’s youth; he had God for his Father, and the choicest blessings of earth for his heritage. No nation had God so near to them; no nation multiplied like the Hebrews. Their cities were built, their fields were cultivated by the heathen.

On the other hand, no nation was more ungrateful for unexampled mercies. Therefore the Lord was more angry against them, than against all the gentiles. After all means had failed to reclaim and convert them from idolatry, and the sins of the heathen, he turned upon them as a lion, and as the furious bear robbed of her whelps. This is the God with whom we have to do.

The supreme Being was provoked with their aptitude, as Ezekiel states, chap. 33:10, to charge their miseries on others. This error the Lord indignantly rebuts. Oh Israel, thou hast wickedly and wilfully destroyed thyself. Thy bent of sinning has been regardless of judgments. I have loved thee. I have done all for my vineyard that could have been done for it. Thy destruction is not of me, but wholly of thyself. Yet in me is still thy help; all is not lost. There are treasures, unsearchable treasures of grace in Christ for future years; in me is thy help. Behold that arm which is able to save to the uttermost. The power which restored the captive jews, can do every thing for his long-afflicted saints.

Oh Ephraim, incorrigible Ephraim, doomed as thou art to drink the bitter cup, and perish with thy gods; there is yet a smiling sun behind the cloud. Crime shall not abound for ever, death shall not reign eternally. I will ransom the captives from the grave, and bring them into their own land. Who will limit the Holy One of Israel? Who will set bounds to the Most High? I will supersede moral evil by righteousness, and will vanquish death by eternal life. All my promises shall be unfolded in acceptations, with a plenitude above the utmost stretch of thought. In this manner an apostle also dwells on the subject of the resurrection of the dead, with all the sublimity of argument, and an admirable exuberance of words, 1 Corinthians 15:54-58.

Rejoice then, oh my soul, though the figtree shall not blossom; for the sufferings of this present life are not worthy to be compared to the glory which shall be revealed in us, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-9
Hosea 14:2. So will we render the calves of our lips. The fruit of our lips, in worship, in praise, and in all holy obedience. The sacrifices of thanksgiving are pleasing to God.

Hosea 14:3. In thee the fatherless findeth mercy. The Israelites in their captivity and dispersion might indeed be called a fatherless people.

Hosea 14:5. I will be as the dew unto Israel. By doctrine, by all the effusions of the Spirit, and by the grace of the gospel. The church shall flourish in all the glory of the latter day, as the prophets have foretold. Isaiah 35, 60. to the end of the book.

Hosea 14:8. What have I to do any more with idols. When he shall come into covenant with Christ, every idol shall be abhorred.

REFLECTIONS.
It is said of Hannibal that he left Italy weeping: he had failed to capture Rome. So in the preseding chapters, we see the man of God, after a fight of more than fifty years, driven from the field, but not vanquished; cast down, but not destroyed. Leaving Samaria to the flames, whither could he go but to his God, and to all the glorious promises of the latter day. These promises the zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform.

But the prophet going to his God, wished to take the remnant with him. He still cries, Oh Israel, return to the Lord. Take words with you, confess your sins. God will yet be the first to hear. Let the lips, which once perhaps kissed the calves, be washed and give glory to the Lord. Neither Asshur nor Egypt shall save us. We will trust no more in horses nor in chariots; then the Lord will heal our backslidings.

See here the happy effects of divine influences. When God is as the dew to his people, and pours out his Spirit upon them, they grow in knowledge, in holiness and comfort; they become strong in the Lord, appear amiable in the eyes of good people, and are real blessings to all about them. Let us constantly and earnestly pray for these influences, that all the beautiful allusions may be exemplified in us; and that our fruit, derived from God, may continually abound to his glory. Wise and upright men will cheerfully submit to divine truths and dispensations; a most important remark, with which Hosea shuts up his prophecy. When men quarrel with the word, or with the providence of God, the fault is in themselves, not in the bible. Prudent and wise men are satisfied with the reasonableness of God’s laws, and the equity of his providence. Transgressors think they are unreasonable, severe, unkind; and so are led into sin and ruin. This is the consequence of indulging a perverse and conceited spirit. It is necessary therefore that we diligently study the word and providence of God, that we may become wise and prudent; then, while others fail in his ways, we shall continue to walk in them, and find them ways of pleasantness, which lead to everlasting life. 

